Dear Parents, Carers and Grandparents,

31 July 2013 WEEK 1 TERM 3
Current Enrolment = 328
Attendance = 90.56 %
Week 1 Term 3
Attendance
100
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I hope you had a very enjoyable long weekend and if you went to the Darwin
Show that you enjoyed all the activities there. I went to Kakadu for the weekend
and did all the touristy things out there which was very enjoyable. We would like
to welcome Georgina Barbour to our Preschool. Georgina has transferred from
Alice Springs and we wish her a very enjoyable time at our wonderful Preschool.
We also welcome two new tutors—Sui Isaako and Mellisa Birch.
Congratulations to Zoey Prance who has completed 48 Reading Eggs activities
this year; Sarita Armstrong has completed 39 Reading Eggs activities and Annie
Mae Rizaldo has completed 35 Reading Eggs activities this year. Keep up the
great work students.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Public Holiday—Picnic Day Mon 5th Aug
Family Yarn-Wed 7th Aug
School Photos –Tues 20th Aug
Blokes Big Breakfast– Fri 30th Aug
Book Fair—Week 5

Reading is a skill that helps students access the rest of the curriculum and
become independent learners. If students cannot read the instructions it slows
them down in Maths, Science and Computers. Reading is therefore the most
important subject at school and at home. Students need to not only be able to
read the words but also to understand what they have read to the extent that
they can explain exactly what they have read.
Parents are the child’s first teachers and we would like to invite parents to attend
our “Reading is as Easy as ABC” free workshops so that you can understand the
importance of oral conversations with your child and how you can start them on
a journey of being a successful reader. Our first workshop will be held on
Tuesday 6th August at 9.30am in the Library. Everyone is welcome.
A reminder for Early Years students about paying for the swimming program.

REMINDER
Swimming for Early Years Students
Please complete the permission form
and payment option slip and return to
your child’s teacher.

A reminder for all families that Tuesday 20th August is School Photos.
Have a wonderful week.
Sue Beynon, Principal and Sharon Chin, AP

Road Safety

Gray Primary School
22 Victoria Drive, Gray
Phone 89321700
Fax: 89321007
Email: admin.graysch@ntschools.net
www.www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au

The Police will be targeting school zones
over the next few weeks. Remember
school zones are 40km between the hours
of 7am and 5pm.
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BOOK CLUB - ISSUE 5

BOOK FAIR IS COMING - WEEK 5

ORDERS DUE BACK FRIDAY AUGUST 2nd

‘READING ACROSS THE UNIVERSE’
The countdown for 2013 Book Fair has started.
Be prepared for the amazing space reading adventure with
Gray Primary School’s Library Book Fair.
Costume ideas for the Friday Dress Up Day – spaceman/
astronauts, aliens, Star Wars characters, Star Trek characters,
Jetsons characters, rockets, planets or come along as your
favourite book character.

Change in School Dental Clinic Number
The Northern Territory Oral Health Services has introduced a single contact
phone number that will offer parents a greater choice of location and time
when booking dental appointments. When you/ if you have received a
reminder letter to arrange an appointment, please inform reception staff if
you have other children that may need a check-up.
For any dental enquiries, to arrange an appointment or for dental
emergencies, phone our

New number on 8922 6466

Please ensure students name and
class is on order form and correct
money is enclosed. All orders to be
taken to Library.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Gray Primary School has been approached by ‘Outside
School Care NT’ to provide after school and holiday
care options for our students with the program being
based at Gray School.

OHSNT continues to provide free dental services to all eligible children in
the NT between the ages of 0-18 years old.

We are currently seeking expressions of interest from
our families for your child/ren to register for this service.

CANTEEN NEWS

The commencement of this service will be dependent
upon suitable numbers to run the program.

This semester should be very exciting for the kids
as we have added pizza’s and fruitola ( Cola flavour) slushie to our menu .

For more information about the Gray School ‘Outside
School Care NT’ service visit our website at
http://www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au or contact the
front office via email at admin.graysch@ntschools.net
or phone 08 8932 1700.

Its that time of year again where we have a slight
increase in our prices.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
our families for supporting our Canteen and we
look forward to your continued support.
Lisa & Nat

Try our new and improved pizzas!

New Flavour!

Please register your expression by Friday
2nd August direct with the school

Gray Primary School (Family Centre Building)
Good Beginnings Australia is a National charity, building
better outcomes for children in vulnerable communities
through a range of early intervention programs for families.
These programs include: Play2 Learn, Family Support, Community Connections and Toy Library
Play2Learn
Play2Learn is a supported play session where play based
learning is designed around what the children are interested
in, to help their development. The sessions are facilitated by
an Early Childhood worker and Family support worker.
At Play2Learn we believe that by providing children with a
secure and happy environment, where they are supported to
develop their intellectual, social, emotional and physical
skills, they will become confident and competent individuals.
Children and parents can participate in experiences together,
strengthening relationships between children, parents and
caregivers.
Good Beginnings will support you to build on your existing
knowledge, skills and the resources that are available to you.
Create connections and relationships in the community, both
with other parent and community supports and services.
Monday: 9am – 11am Moulden Primary School (OSHC Building)

Before School Care Wanted

Play2Learn Birth—4yrs (Please bring a piece of fruit to share)

Before school care wanted for 6 yo

Tuesday: 9am—11am Gray Primary School (Good Beginnings
Demountable)

Between 7am– 8am

Play2Learn Birth—4yrs (Please bring a piece of fruit to share)

If interested please contact the school
Ph: 8932 1700

Wednesday: 9am —11am Gray Primary School (Good Beginnings Demountable)
Baby Play2Learn which is run in conjunction with Maternal
Health Nurse, who will answer any questions you may have
in regards to your Childs health and development Birth—12
months.
(Morning tea provided)
Toy Library
Thursday: 9am – 11am
The Toy Library aims to provide a service to families and children in the Palmerston area, by providing a mobile and outreach support service/s. Parents will be able to borrow toys
from a mobile toy library that operates from at least 2 locations, including but not limited to, parks and the Gray Op
Shop with the flexibility to adapt locations depending on the
needs of families.
Friday: 9am – 11am (Dream Time Kids) A Play2learn group
for Indigenous families with children Birth—4yrs
Venue: Gray Primary School Good Beginnings Demountable.
(Morning tea provided)

All Good Beginnings programs are provided free of
charge
For more information please contact the office on
0889327022 Mobile 0417200170

TIPS TO HELP PROMOTE HEALTHY EATING
LUNCHBOX TIPS








Vary the fruit you buy each week for school lunches. Try to purchase
fruits in season as they will often taste the best.
Vary the breads and sandwich fillings each week.
Dairy products are particularly important. Yogurt can be frozen and
used to keep the rest of the lunch box cool.
Involve your child in selecting foods for their lunch box. Giving them 2
options on a given day is plenty of choice to make them feel empowered.
Get kids involved on the weekend in food preparation such as making
some high fibre fruit muffins.
Don’t forget.. Water is best! Sweet drinks such as juice, cordial and
soft drinks increase the risk of dental cavities.



Get kids involved in planting some tomatoes or lettuce to be included
in their lunch.
For tips and ideas refer to ‘The Secret of Healthy Children’

PALMERSTON COMMUNITY GARDEN
Expressions of interest Calling all green thumbs!
We need you to join the foundation working group for Palmerston’ s 1st community garden. Based at
Confalonieri Park in Gray, ground has broken on the garden and now
its up to our working group to start sowing the seeds. To get involved
contact Healthy Palmerston .
Phone: 8935 9929 email: palmerston@palmerston.nt.gov.au

Inpex transport impacts on schools
Ichthys Project –related truck and bus movements will be increasing along the Arnhem and Stuart highways, Tiger Brennan Drive, and at the Howard Springs intersection and Palmerston.
Rock for the gas export pipeline will be moved by road trains from the Mt Bundy quarry to East Arm
Wharf, travelling along the Arnhem and Stuart highways. The vehicles will operate from Monday to Saturday, performing about 18 round trips each day for approximately 73 weeks. The vehicles will move
through the communities of Humpty Doo, Coolalinga and Palmerston.
After the opening of the first stage of the Howard Springs Accommodation Village on Howards Springs
Road, about 24 buses will be deployed to transport workers to-and-from Blaydin Point. The buses will
largely skirt Palmerston. Bus routes have been chosen to avoid schools where possible. Schedules have
been developed to minimise the impact of buses at school drop-off and pick-up times.
Parents are encouraged to visit the Ichthys Project website www.ichthysproject.com and subscribe to the
regular e-newsletter to get updates on the project.

