Dear Parents, Carers and Grandparents

24 July 2013 WEEK 1 TERM 3
Current Enrolment = 322
Attendance = 86.08
Week 10 Term 2
Year

Number of
Students

Total %
Attendance

Preschool

52

94.23

Year Tr

48

78.13

Year 1

41

85.98

Year 2

45

85.00

Year 3

29

86.21

Year 4

34

84.19

Year 5

39

85.26

Year 6

34

89.71
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78.13 85.95

Week 10 Term 2

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Public Holiday – Show Day- Fri 26th July

Welcome back to Semester 2 and we hope you have had a wonderful holiday
time with your children.
On the last day of Term 2 we had our Twilight Sports Night and we would like to
thank all the parents and families who came out to support your children. A big
thank you also to the ladies from the School Council and other Parents who did
a magnificent job of cooking and selling the delicious food. The Early Childhood
Tabloids were won by Guth Guth house, the Primary Tabloids were won by
Yuengi house, the Sportsmanship Award was won by Kulamingi house and the
Champion House for 2013 was Bilingida house. Congratulations to everyone.
Some of our staff and students attended the “Dalai Lama Living a Good Life”
event on Saturday 22nd June. His message was truly inspiring as he talked about
the fact that we are one people no matter where we come from, what our
culture is, we are brothers and sisters together and therefore we must consider
each other at all times. His message was around love, respect, forgiveness,
patience, discipline, happiness and compassion. We are all born from our
mother and it is the privileged job of our mother and father to nourish and
nurture us and give us maximum affection so that we can grow up strong,
confident, compassionate, happy and healthy. Real peace comes from inner
peace.
Our whole school focus for this semester are as follows:
Every child strongly working towards a 90% attendance – that means only
five days absence in the ten weeks
Every child improving their PM Reading Levels and reaching their individual
target for the term
If your child received a “D” or “E” for Reading, Writing or Maths on their school
report it is important that you touch base with the class teacher to understand
how you can assist your child to improve their results.
Sue Beynon, Principal and Sharon Chin, AP

Whole School Performance-Wed 31st July
Public Holiday—Picnic Day Mon 5th Aug
School Photos –Tues 20th August

Gray Primary School
Phone 89321700
Fax: 89321007
Email: admin.graysch@ntschools.net
www.www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au

22 Victoria Drive, Gray

Black shorts are now part of Gray School’s compulsory uniform. Please
ensure that your student/s comply with our uniform policy, per the Parent Handbook (below).
“School Uniform is mandatory for all NT schools. Uniforms support self-esteem,
promote school team spirit and are designed for economy and convenience. Uniform
items are sold at the Front Office. When representing the school, and on excursions,
uniforms must be worn. If this presents difficulties, they can be borrowed from the school
for the day under special circumstances. The uniform consists of a royal blue polo knit
and crew neck shirt and black skirt or shorts. Covered shoes must be worn.”

‘Making Friends’

5!……….4!……….3!……….2!………1!

Whole School Performance

BOOK FAIR IS COMING - WEEK 5

$4 per Student
When: Wednesday 31 July 2013 - 8:30am
Where: Gray School Hall

‘READING ACROSS THE UNIVERSE’
The countdown for 2013 Book Fair has started.
Be prepared for the amazing space reading adventure with
Gray Primary School’s Library Book Fair.
Costume ideas for the Friday Dress Up Day – spaceman/
astronauts, aliens, Star Wars characters, Star Trek characters,
Jetsons characters, rockets, planets or come along as your
favourite book character.

http://www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au/events

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Gray Primary School has been approached by ‘Outside
School Care NT’ to provide after school and holiday
care options for our students with the program being
based at Gray School.
We are currently seeking expressions of interest from
our families for your child/ren to register for this service.
The commencement of this service will be dependent
upon suitable numbers to run the program.
For more information about the Gray School ‘Outside
School Care NT’ service visit our website at
http://www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au or contact the
front office via email at admin.graysch@ntschools.net
or phone 08 8932 1700.

Please register your expression by Friday
2nd August direct with the school

Change in School Dental Clinic Number
The Northern Territory Oral Health Services has introduced a single contact
phone number that will offer parents a greater choice of location and time
when booking dental appointments. When you/ if you have received a
reminder letter to arrange an appointment, please inform reception staff if
you have other children that may need a check-up.
For any dental enquiries, to arrange an appointment or for dental
emergencies, phone our

New number on 8922 6466
OHSNT continues to provide free dental services to all eligible children in
the NT between the ages of 0-18 years old.

Twilight Sports

Gray Primary students meet His Holiness the Dalai Lama

His Holiness
the 14th Dalai Lama

Dalai Lama the 14th
On the holidays Gray Students went to see the Dalai Lama 14 th at the Palmerston Convention Centre. He
was a true man of wisdom and peace. Though being exiled from his home country he still kept happiness
at heart. At first the introduction had a Chinese Umbrella Dance done by dancers coming from China.
Sayera was lucky enough to meet the Dalai Lama and shake his hand; she also got to sit on the stage with
him. One of his wise sentences were “if you get too attached to an object you will be sadder when you
leave it”. So we have to stop writing this report.
By

Rylie McDonald and Sayera Abir

Inpex transport impacts on schools
Ichthys Project –related truck and bus movements will be increasing along the Arnhem and Stuart highways, Tiger Brennan Drive, and at the Howard Springs intersection and Palmerston.
Rock for the gas export pipeline will be moved by road trains from the Mt Bundy quarry to East Arm
Wharf, travelling along the Arnhem and Stuart highways. The vehicles will operate from Monday to Saturday, performing about 18 round trips each day for approximately 73 weeks. The vehicles will move
through the communities of Humpty Doo, Coolalinga and Palmerston.
After the opening of the first stage of the Howard Springs Accommodation Village on Howards Springs
Road, about 24 buses will be deployed to transport workers to-and-from Blaydin Point. The buses will
largely skirt Palmerston. Bus routes have been chosen to avoid schools where possible. Schedules have
been developed to minimise the impact of buses at school drop-off and pick-up times.
Parents are encouraged to visit the Ichthys Project website www.ichthysproject.com and subscribe to the
regular e-newsletter to get updates on the project.

Gray Primary School (Family Centre Building)
Good Beginnings Australia is a National charity, building better outcomes for children in vulnerable communities through
a range of early intervention programs for families.
These programs include: Play2 Learn, Family Support, Community Connections and Toy Library
Play2Learn
Play2Learn is a supported play session where play based
learning is designed around what the children are interested
in, to help their development. The sessions are facilitated by
an Early Childhood worker and Family support worker.
At Play2Learn we believe that by providing children with a
secure and happy environment, where they are supported to
develop their intellectual, social, emotional and physical
skills, they will become confident and competent individuals.
Children and parents can participate in experiences together,
strengthening relationships between children, parents and
caregivers.
Good Beginnings will support you to build on your existing
knowledge, skills and the resources that are available to you.
Create connections and relationships in the community, both
with other parent and community supports and services.
Monday: 9am – 11am Moulden Primary School (OSHC Building)

Before School Care Wanted

Play2Learn Birth—4yrs (Please bring a piece of fruit to share)

Before school care wanted for 6 yo

Tuesday: 9am—11am Gray Primary School (Good Beginnings
Demountable)

Between 7am– 8am

Play2Learn Birth—4yrs (Please bring a piece of fruit to share)

If interested please contact the school
Ph: 8932 1700

Wednesday: 9am —11am Gray Primary School (Good Beginnings Demountable)
Baby Play2Learn which is run in conjunction with Maternal
Health Nurse, who will answer any questions you may have
in regards to your Childs health and development Birth—12
months.
(Morning tea provided)
Toy Library
Thursday: 9am – 11am
The Toy Library aims to provide a service to families and children in the Palmerston area, by providing a mobile and outreach support service/s. Parents will be able to borrow toys
from a mobile toy library that operates from at least 2 locations, including but not limited to, parks and the Gray Op
Shop with the flexibility to adapt locations depending on the
needs of families.
Friday: 9am – 11am (Dream Time Kids) A Play2learn group
for Indigenous families with children Birth—4yrs
Venue: Gray Primary School Good Beginnings Demountable.
(Morning tea provided)

All Good Beginnings programs are provided free of
charge
For more information please contact the office on
0889327022 Mobile 0417200170

Resilient

Persistent

Take care of personal
and school property

Organised

Share books and
resources

Identify Ant and Elephant problems

Catastrophe Scale

Follow directions
and routines

Learn where
things go and how
the library operates

Place all returns in
return box

Line up outside
the library in two
straight, quiet
lines

Bring library bag
to school on library days

Use browser card
correctly

Know and obey
library rules

Walk inside library

Look after the
books

Ignore off task behaviours

Don’t give up, do your
best!

Continue to follow rules
when others are not

Take an out of class
pass when you leave the
room at all times

Report accidents and
injuries to an adult

Get to class on time

Don’t be shy to speak
up or have a go

Positive communication

Toilet and drinks before school bells finish

Accept & Respect
others

Tell the truth

Team play and play
safely

Talk quietly

Listen to all adults– ‘Be
a Yes Person”

Use manners such
as please and
thank-you

Wait your turn to
look at a book.

Library

Use kind words and
actions

All Settings

Confident

Getting Along
with others

I am…

Use peaceful
solutions

Respond calmly to
incidents

Follow directions
from Playground
duty teachers and
monitors

Be strong and
don’t follow when
others run and
continue to walk

Walk in two
straight lines with
hands behind back

Line up in front of
classroom when
the bell finishes

Walk on the lefthand side of walkways

Speak up when
others do the
wrong thing

Follow established
routines

Wait your turn
Follow directions from
Canteen staff

Do your best to
clean up after
yourself and use
good hygiene

Return to class or
playground
promptly

Flush the toilet
properly

Wash hands with
soap and water

Use the toilets on
your own

Wait your turn

Have lunch orders
made/written before
recess

Have money ready

Line up in single file

Stand in the right
line, e.g. early childhood or primary and
exit correctly

Know what you want to
order

Speak your order
clearly and loudly.

Toilet block isn’t
for playing in

Clean up after
yourself

Use manners such as
please and thank you

Greet others with
a smile
Greet canteen staff

Respect others
privacy

Toilets

Keep hands to yourself

Canteen

Keep hands and
feet to yourself

Walkways

Use kind words and
actions

Use peaceful solutions

Respond calmly to
incidents

Do your best to
include others

Stay in your designated play area

Take out everything
you will need during
recess or lunch

Wear a hat and
shoes at all times

Set up rules for new
games.

Be a team player.

Playground Monitors

Play safely

Treat everyone as a
“friend”

Invite others to join
in

Share equipment

Play by the rules
Take turns

Playground

Sit quietly with your class for
the length of the assembly

Be an active listener

Wait until the end before getting up

Respond calmly to
incidents

Follow consequences

Wait quietly for
the game/lesson to
start

Continue to follow
rules when others
are not

Get a drink and go
to the toilet when
the music plays

Talk quietly until assembly
starts
Stand and sit appropriately for
national anthem

Bring a hat, shoes
& water bottle

Be aware of the
rules

Have a go at new
things

Be a team player

Walk in two quiet lines with
hands behind back

Sing the national anthem with
pride placing right hand on your
heart

Be a team player

Play safe

Raise your hand to share
Use Five L’s
Legs
Lips
Looking
Listening
Laps

Play by the rules

Sport

Clap sensibly

Assemblies

The Gray Way- Early Years Behaviour Expectation Matrix

Follow directions
from office staff

Learn to use eye
contact when
speaking to others

Take your hat off
inside

Only come with one
helper if sick or
injured

Communicate your
purpose to office
staff

Enter office quietly

Communicate your
purpose clearly to
office staff/
teachers

Introduce yourself
and given message

Wait silently until a
staff member talks
to you

Use manners such
as please and thank
-you

Office

Resilien

t

Persistent

Take care of personal
and school property

Organised

Respond calmly to
incidents.
Use peaceful
solutions

Identify Ant and Elephant problems

Follow directions
from yard duty
teachers

Follow directions
and established
routines

Don’t give up, do your
best!

Follow directions and
established routines in
all areas
Ignore off task behaviours

Be strong and
don’t follow when
others run and
continue to walk

Learn where
things go and how
the library operates

Take an out of class
pass when you leave the
room

Line up in front of
classroom when
the bell finishes

Walk on the lefthand side of walkways

Speak up when
others do the
wrong thing

Greet others with
a smile

Keep hands and
feet to yourself.

Walkways

Continue to follow rules
when others are not

Place all returns
on the library
trolley

Report disruptions,
accidents and injuries
to an adult

Bring library bag
to school on library days

Demonstrate an
awareness of how
the library works,
e.g. put books back
where they came
from

Walk inside library

Look after the
books.

Line up outside
the library in two
straight, quiet
lines

Get to class on time

Express your point of
view respectfully and
assertively

Positive communication

Toilet and drinks before school bells finish

Be tolerant of others
and respect diversity

Tell the truth

Team play and play
safely

Talk quietly.

Follow all adult instruction – ‘Be a Yes Person”

Use manners such
as please and
thank-you.

Wait your turn to
look at a book.

Library

Use kind words and
actions

All Settings

Confident

Getting Along
with others

I am…

Follow established
routines

Wait your turn
Follow directions from
Canteen staff

Do your best to
clean up after
yourself and use
good hygiene

Return to class or
playground
promptly

Flush the toilet
properly

Wash hands with
soap and water

Use the toilets on
your own

Wait your turn

Have lunch orders
made/written up
before recess

Have money ready

Line up in single file

Stand in the right
line, e.g. early childhood or primary and
exit correctly

Know what you want
to order

Speak your order
clearly and loudly.

Use the toilets
only for toileting

Clean up after
yourself

Use manners such as
please and thank you.
Greet canteen staff
appropriately

Respect others
privacy.

Toilets

Keep hands to yourself.

Canteen

Use kind words and
actions

Use peaceful solutions

Respond calmly to
incidents

Do your best to
include others

Stay your designated Play area

Take out everything
you will need during
recess or lunch

Wear a hat and
shoes at all times

Establish rules for
new games.

Be a team player

Playground Monitors

Play safely

Treat everyone as a
“friend”.

Invite others to join
in.

Share equipment.

Take turns

Play by the rules.

Playground

Sit quietly with your class for
the length of the assembly

Be an active listener

Wait until the end before getting up

Stand and sit appropriately for
national anthem

Talk quietly until assembly
starts.

Walk in two straight quiet lines

Sing the national anthem with
pride

Use Five L’s
Legs
Lips
Looking
Listening
Laps

Raise your hand to share.

Applaud appropriately to show
appreciation.

Assemblies

The Gray Way – Primary Years Behaviour Expectations Matrix

Respond calmly to
incidents

Follow consequences

Wait quietly for
the game/lesson to
start

Continue to follow
rules when others
are not

Communicate your
purpose to office
staff

Get a drink and go
to the toilet when
the music plays

Follow directions
from office staff

Learn to use eye
contact when
speaking to others

Take your hat off
inside

Only come with one
helper if sick or
injured

Enter office quietly

Communicate your
purpose clearly to
office staff/
teachers

Introduce yourself
and your purpose

Wait silently until
addressed by a
staff member.

Use manners such
as please and thank
-you.

Office

Bring a hat, shoes
& water bottle

Be aware of the
rules.

Have a go at new
things.

Be a team player

Play safe

Play by the rules.

Sport

