Dear Parents/Carers and Grandparents,

12th February 2014 Week 3 Term 1
Current Enrolment = 337
Whole School Attendance = 88.97%
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Our first two weeks of attendance were excellent and we thank parents for ensuring
that your child attends school every day. Students who do attend every day are far
more likely to succeed and will be able to access the intervention programs that we
operate in the school.
As the monsoon weather is still with us I would like to remind parents of our policy in
regards to wet weather. If the weather is too wet at recess or lunch time students
remain in their classes and teachers provide some board games or a DVD for students.
At the end of the school day if there is lightening or stormy weather students will
remain in classes until the storm blows over. If parents are waiting in cars at the front
of the school or in the car park they will need to either wait patiently or come into the
school to collect their child. Please do not phone the school during the storm.
We welcome Ms Kana Tomarino, who is teaching Japanese to our Year 3-6 students.
This is a great new initiative at the school. Students learning Japanese will be able to
continue these studies at Rosebery Middle School and Palmerston Senior College.

WHATS HAPPENING
Whole School Assembly-Friday 14th
SRC Dress Up Day– Friday 28th

School Office Hours
7.45am-4pm

Two other great initiatives in the school this year are our Speech project and our
Reading project. The Speech project involves students from Preschool to Year 2 and the
Reading project involves students from Year 2-6. We have a qualified speech therapist
working in the school every Friday . She will work in classes with the teacher to support
oral language skills in students. The purpose is to improve the oral language skills of all
students, which in turn will support those students with their reading, writing and
spelling. The reading project involves rigorous testing of our students and coaching of
teachers to ensure that each student’s need is met in regards to their reading. I would
like to thank the school council for their support of both of these fantastic initiatives.
It is very important that the school is notified if your address or phone number has
changed. If there is an emergency with your child we need to have the correct phone
number to ring so that your child is not in a distressed state. Please ensure that your
contact details are up to date at the school by phoning the office to give them your new
phone number.

Change in School Dental Clinic Number
New number on 8922 6466

Have a wonderful week
Sue Beynon, Principal and Sharon Chin, Assistant Principal

Absences contact number
89 321700
Gray Primary School
22 Victoria Drive, Gray
Phone 89321700
Fax: 89321007
Email: admin.graysch@ntschools.net
www.www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au

SRC FUNDRAISING DRESS UP DAY
DRESS AS WHO YOU WANT TO BE (When you grow up)

* Gold coin donation
When: Friday 28th February

BOOK CLUB - ISSUE 1
ORDERS DUE BACK
FRIDAY 14th FEBRUARY

Please ensure students
name and class is on
order form and correct
money is enclosed. All
orders to be taken to
Library.

Outside School Care NT will be doing a crazy hair
day with lots of colour to raise money for the
Leukaemia Foundation.
When:

BAMZI

Friday 14th March 2014 at Recess &
Lunch

Where:

Outside Room 13

Cost:

Gold Coin Donation

(Bamzi is our new sponsored child)
Living conditions and access to basic services for
Bamzi’s family and community:

Please come down and support this wonderful
cause and get some funky hair

COME TRY HOCKEY
We are looking for new junior
players to join our hockey club in
2014.
Juniors start at $75 which is $5 a game with free
training.



Bamzi’s family lives in a house made of bamboo and
mud with a thatched roof and an earth floor.

For more information or to join Saint Mary’s
Hockey Club, visit our website



The family uses wood for cooking.



The family obtains water all year round from water
piped to their neighbour, collection takes up to
30minutes.



Toilet: The family uses a pit latrine.



The nearest health facility is about two hours away.

Smhc.asn.au
e.saintshcdarwin@gmail.com
p. 0418 884 406

Library Visits
Each Friday Preschool Barbour visits the Library and spends time with their buddy class 5/6 Rummery.
Last Friday the 5/6 students were researching the Sochi Olympic Games on the laptops and were happy
to share this with the preschoolers.

Mem Fox’s Ten Read Aloud Commandments
1.

Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud.

2.

Read at least tree stories a day: it may be the same story three times. Children nead to hear a
thousand stories before they can begin to learn to read.

3.

Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and don’t be dull, or flat, or boring. Hang loose and be loud, have fun
and laugh a lot.

4.

Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the listeners.

5.

Read stories that the kids love, over and over and over again, and always read in the same ‘tune’ foe each book: i.e. with the
same intonations on each page, each time.

6.

Let the children hear lots of language by talking to them constantly about the pictures, or anything else connected to the
book; or sing any old song that you can remember: or say nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; or be noisy together doing
clapping games.

7.

Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young children, and make sure the books are really short.

8.

Play games with the things that you and the child can see on the page, such as letting kids finish rhymes, and finding the
letters that start with the child’s name and yours, remembering that it’s never work, its always a fabulous game.

9.

Never ever teach reading or get tense around books.

10.

Please read aloud every day, mums and dads , because you just love being with your child, not because it’s the right thing to
do.

http://www.memfox.net/welcome.html

Good Beginnings
Play Groups
2014

Play2Learn Groups
MONDAY: 9 - 11am A supported playgroup for families with
children 0 –4 yrs
Venue: Good Beginnings Centre, Gray Primary School Victoria
Drive, Gray
(Please bring a piece of fruit to share)
TUESDAY: 9 - 11am A supported playgroup for families
with children 0 –4 yrs
Venue: Driver Resource Centre Driver Primary School, Driver
Avenue Driver
(Please bring a piece of fruit to share)

Play2Learn Baby Group
WEDNESDAY: 9 - 11am A supported playgroup specifically
for parents with infants up to 12 months. This group is
delivered in conjunction with a Maternal Health Nurse.
Venue: Good Beginnings Centre, Gray Primary School Victoria
Drive Gray.
(Morning tea provided)

Palmerston Toy Library
MONDAY: 9 -11am Alternate between Danila Dilba, Rolyat
Street Palmerston and Palmerston Indigenous Village (PIV)
Stuart Highway Howard Springs.
THURSDAY: 10 – 12pm The Palmerston Toy Library aims to
provide a service to families and children in the Palmerston
area, by providing a mobile, outreach support service.
Parents will be able to borrow toys from a mobile toy library
that operates from
Salvation Hall, Woodroffe Avenue, Woodroffe.
All Good Beginnings programs are provided free of charge

For more information please call

Office: 08-8932 7022 Mobile: 0417 200 170
www.goodbeginnings.org.au

Good Beginnings Australia
Good Beginnings Palmerston

