Gray Gazette
Together, there are no limits to what we can achieve

Principal Message
Dear Parents/carers,

Wednesday 10 February 2021

IMPORTANT DATES
Assembly – Fri 12 Feb
School Captain Speeches
School Council AGM –
Mon 1 Mar
4pm – Gray Family Centre

Welcome back families to our fabulous Gray Primary School! I hope you had a very
relaxing and enjoyable holiday break. We also welcome our new students and families
and hope you will enjoy your time at Gray School and quickly become involved in the
school activities. It has been wonderful to see our students attending school in full
uniform, organised and ready for learning.
We welcome several new staff joining us in 2021:
Ms Tara Dargon

Year 4/5

Ms Shannen Jensen

History and Geography

Ms Jody Mummery

Aboriginal Coordinator, Palmerston Child and Family Centre

Returning from maternity leave:
2021 Attendance Week 1 Term 1
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93.8

Mrs Tammy Eade

Transition/Year 1

Ms Brett Johnston

Year 1/2

91.6
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89.8 90.0

90.2
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Current Enrolment = 318
Whole School Attendance = 90.3%

School absentee line
8932 1700
School Dental clinic
89226466
Gray Primary School
22 Victoria Drive, Gray
Phone 89321700
Fax: 89321007
Email: admin.graysch@ntschools.net
www.www.grayprimary.nt.edu.au

Aiming high through: Respect, Achievement and Responsibility are our Gray Primary
School values and these are explicitly taught in the classroom. We have enormous pride
in our exemplar student behaviour and this is continually focused upon in our You Can Do
It program through the 5 keys and our Restorative Practice approach to student
behaviour.
-

Organisation
Persistence
Confidence
Getting Along
Resilience

When families, school and the community work together, our children enjoy school and
learning. Parent voice is essential to a strong relationship between home and school.
Our School Council:
 Supports families to support the school and students
 Assists families to be involved in the education outcomes of all students
 Carry’s out fundraising activities and spends the funds on school needs
 Provide input into the strategic direction and vision for the school
 Approve and monitor the school budget
 Assess and advise on the physical needs of the school

There are 8 meetings a year (2 a term) and our first AGM, followed by
our first School Council Meeting, is scheduled for Monday, 4pm, 1st
March in the Gray Family Centre. If you are interested in joining our
School Council please come in and have a chat to Ms Tamara Boyd, Mrs
Nikki Lee or myself. There are also School Council brochures in the front
office advising how to become a member. I encourage new and existing
parents to attend and be part of a wonderful school community.
We have an exciting new attendance strategy for 2021 – something
every child wants… icy poles! Yes you read that correctly, an icy pole for
every child who attends school 100% in Week 4 and 8 of each term. We
hope to lift our average school attendance to above 90% by the end of
the year.
Week 4: 22nd to 26th February
Week 8 : 22 to 26th March
Please support your child/ren to attend school every day especially these
weeks to ensure they receive an icy pole on the Friday.
A reminder that our aspiring Year 6 student leaders will present their
School Captain speeches to their Year 3 – 6 peers this Friday morning.
I know there are some very excited and nervous students and I’m looking
forward to hearing how they will lead Gray School. Parents are more
than welcome to attend.

SPORTS
VOUCHERS
The Sport Voucher Scheme is
available to every
school-enrolled child from
Preschool to year 12 and
home-schooled children.
Children living in an urban area are
eligible to receive two $100 sport
vouchers each year. One in January
and one in July, for sport, recreation
and cultural activities.
Parents or carers need to apply for
vouchers online each semester.
All vouchers expire on 31 May each
year.

Apply online at
www.sportvoucher.nt.gov.au

Have a wonderful week.
Rebekah Stapleton

KISS ‘N’ GO
Parents must not leave their
vehicles while parked in the Kiss
and Go Lane. This is for Drop Off
and Pick Up only. If you need to
come into the school or front office
please park your car in a
designated parking space.
Drivers, please move forward in the
Kiss and Go Lane so other vehicles
can come in safely from behind. It
is important to keep the traffic
flowing through the car park so you
need to drive as far forward as you
can in the Kiss and Go Lane. Your
children will still be able to find
you.

Dannielle Cairns

Laura Priestley

What is your role at Gray
School?
Early Childhood Senior
Teacher and Special Education
Teacher

What is your role at Gray
School?
Preschool Teacher-in-charge

3 words that Describe Gray:
3 words that Describe Gray:




Amazing
Welcoming
High expectations





Dynamic
Organised
Fabulous

If I wasn’t a teacher I would
be…
A Midwife

I am really good at...
Belly dancing — I perform with
the Jamealah Belly Dancers at
places like the Nightcliff
markets

On weekends I…
watch my son do Motor cross
riding.

My favourite school subject
when I was a child was… why?
English because I love to read.

I am passionate about...
Literacy learning in Early
Childhood

My dream holiday is...
Going back to the Maldives.
Went in 2017 and have been
dreaming about going back
ever since.

Tamara Boyd
What is your role at Gray School?

Gray Family Centre Coordinator
3 words that Describe Gray:




Community lead
Welcoming
Cultural

I am passionate about...
My sports I love to play netball
and touch football. I would do it
every night if I could.
My favourite school subject
when I was child was… why?
Science because I wanted to be
a marine biologist.
My favourite quote is...
If you hang around with 5
confident people you will be the
6th
If you hang around 5 intelligent
people you will be the 6th
If you hang around 5 millionaires
you will be the 6th

Mona Geronimo

Michael Loughman

Tara Dargan

What is your role at Gray School?
Tutor

What is your role at Gray
School?
Year 5/6 Teacher

What is your role at Gray
School?
Year 4/5 classroom teacher

3 words that Describe Gray:

3 words that Describe Gray:

3 words that Describe Gray:




Great staff
Supportive environment
Sense of community

What is something you enjoy about
working at Gray School?
I always look forward to our Morning
Teas and the friendly and supportive
staff.
Something exciting/different I did on
the holidays...
When my family had the jet ski
adventure. My boys were all excited
and looking forward to do it, while I was
praying that I would get sick and not
have to ride. I was pretty nervous but
now I am glad that I got to experienced
it and had fun. I will definitely have a
second go on my own.
My dream holiday is...
To go to America to visit my 77 year old
Aunty that I have never met in person in
my entire life.





Fun
Inclusive
Team

On the weekends I...
Love to spend time with my
family — We go camping,
hunting and fishing.
Something you might not
know about me...
When I was in High school I
used to be a jockey/harness
racer. My pop trained harness
racing horses.
What AFL Footy team will
win in 2021?
Brisbane Lions but I’d love if
the Hawks won again!





Supportive
Inclusive
Organised

What’s exciting about 2021?
New experiences
My favourite quote...
“Unless someone like you cares
a whole awful lot, nothing is
going to get better, it’s not.”
- Dr Seuss
My dream holiday is...
Antarctica to see up to 7 species
of penguins.

